SENATE RESOLUTION
2003-8605

By Senators Shin, Jacobsen, Rasmussen, Keiser, Fairley, Prentice, Reardon, Stevens, Eide, T.
Sheldon, Fraser, Spanel, Thibaudeau, Kastama, Franklin, Regala, B. Sheldon, Benton,
Brandland, Carlson, Hewitt, Honeyford, Horn, McAuliffe, Haugen, Sheahan, West, Ross,
Schmidt, Johnson, Mulliken, Kohl-Welles, Winsley, Roach and Esser

WHEREAS, 2003 is the 100th anniversary of Korean Immigration to the United States,
and

WHEREAS, In December 1902, 56 men, 21 women, and 25 children left Korea and
traveled across the Pacific Ocean on the S.S. Gaelic and landed in Honolulu, Hawaii on January
13, 1903; and

WHEREAS, Korean-Americans, like waves of immigrants to the United States before
them, have taken root and thrived in the United States through strong family ties, robust
community support, and countless hours of hard work; and

WHEREAS, The over 100,000 Korean-Americans living in Washington State, most of
whom are United States citizens, have made substantial contributions to their community and
have invigorated business, church, and academic interests in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Members of the early Korean-American community served with distinction
in the Armed Forces of the United States during World War |, World War |1, the Korean
Conflict, and the Vietnam War; and

WHEREAS, on June 25, 1950, Communist North Korea invaded South Korea with
approximately 135,000 troops, thereby initiating the involvement of approximately 5,720,000
personnel of the United States Armed Forces who served during the Korean Conflict to defeat
the spread of communism in Korea and throughout the world; and

WHEREAS, Casudlties in the United States Armed Forces during the Korean Conflict
included 54,260 dead (of whom 33,665 were battle deaths), 92,134 wounded, and 8,176 listed as
missing in action or prisoners of war; and

WHEREAS, Korea is Washington's fourth largest trading partner and our state exported
over 3.6 billion dollars in goods to Koreain 2001; and

WHEREAS, Korean-Americans own and operate approximately 3500 businesses in
Washington that have gross sales and receipts of 1,500,000,000 dollars annually, pay 180 million
dollarsin taxes per year, and employ approximately 10,000 Washingtonians; and

WHEREAS, The contributions of Korean-Americans to the United States include the
invention of the first beating heart operation for coronary artery heart disease, the development
of the nectarine, a 4-time Olympic gold medalist, and achievements in engineering, government,
architecture, education, medicine, acting, singing, scul pture, and writing; and

WHEREAS, The State of Washington has and continues to benefit tremendously from the
contributions of Korean immigrants and Korean-Americans, and

WHEREAS, the Korean-American community maintains close ties with Korea and, at the
same time, continues to establish and strengthen their relationships to the United States; and

WHEREAS, Beginning in 2003, communities throughout the State of Washington will
celebrate the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration to the United States;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Senate of the state of Washington
recognize and express its appreciation for the numerous outstanding achievements and
contributions Korean-Americans have made which have enriched communities throughout
Washington state, and around the country, and encourage citizens and organizations throughout
Washington to join the celebration of the 100th anniversary of Korean immigration to the United
States with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities.
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